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Abstract:

This study examines the implications of the image of the hero in the
new Palestinian cinema, and the extent to which this new cinema
reflects the Palestinian expeience. It highlights the changes that
occurred to the image of the hero as well as its socio-political
implications. The study also tackled the issues of production and
distribution networks. It also pinpointed the effects of the1993 Oslo
Accords on the Palestinian filmmakers in terms of the conditional
funding policy, Palestinian film global participation, and the association

of this participation with globalized production networks.

The study sample included a number of Palestinian films that had
signifncat impact after the 2000 Second Intifada. Some of these films
were nominated for or won international awards. The study reviewed
various elements of these films in terms of intellectual, visual, and
textual connotations, as well as the director's vision along with their
associated audiovisual artistic techniques. Besides, the study explored
the production process (funding, technical production, distribution and

reception), and analytically linked this production with the content.



The study attempted to clarify the relationships between Palestinian
cinema, as an artistic field, and its role in the political arena. On the one
hand, it illustrated the historical context of the emergence and
evolution of contemporary Palestinian cinema, which was closely
associated with the Palestinian resistance and the establishment of the
PLO during the 1960s. On the other hand, there were late tendencies
to establish a Palestinian independent cinema, free from direct political
influence. This was reflected in the emergence of an independent role
of the film director as an independent cultural player and the new

images of the Palestinian.

The new wave of the Palestinian cinema avoided the stereotypicl
Palestinian hero and other common Palestinian symbols as clishes. The
study sample shows that the new Palestinian cinema possess its own
cultual and social visions and is now more capable of presenting the
diversity and dynamcis of Palestinian attitudes, experiences, concerns,

dreams, and aspirations.

Chapter I includes the introduction, the significance of the study, its
problems, questions, methodology, obstacles, and literature. Chapter 11
deals with the emergence of the Palestinian cinema and film industry,

the Palestinian issue in the Arab cinema, the significance of the



Palestinian cinema, and the revolutionary Palestinian cinema, problems

Palestinian cinema, and the features of the new wave.

Chapter III provides an extensive critical analysis of five selected films
(the study sample), using a critical content analysis approach. In
particular, the chapter reviews various images of the hero: the
meditating hero in 7The Time That Remains, the hero between victim
and executioner and identity and funding in Ajami, the hero who is
going to die in Paradise Now, the wife of the prisoner as a victim in

Pomegranates and Myrrh, and the guilty hero in Omar.

Chapter IV introduces the Oslo Accords implications on the cultural
scene, as well as the opinions of filmmakers about the Palestinian film

situation.
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